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George made one or two journeys to London to set his
" Boards " a-going for the winter Trimestre. We received a
small number of guests, and were "busy," as heretofore, in
our respective ways.

In the early days of November we were surprised to
receive a communication from the First Minister of the
Grown, which contained the offer of a peerage of the United
Kingdom to Mr. Grote.

This letter and Mr. Grote's answer to Mr, Gladstone are,
respectively, so interesting that I feel it incumbent upon
me to produce them without curtailment.

10, DOWNING- STREET, November 8,1869.
MY BEAB SIB,

I have the satisfaction of proposing to you, with the
authority of Her Majesty, that you should become a peer of the
.United Kingdom.

Yon cannot be insensible to that which all will at once perceive,
that the proposal I now make is a simple tribute to your character,
services, and attainments. It may, I hope, be pleasing to you, and
on that account it gives me a reflected pleasure; but I have a
higher gratification in thinking that the acceptance of such an offer,
in such a case, has the important effect of adding strength to the
House of Lords for the discharge of its weighty duties.

Hoping I may anticipate at least your acquiescence, I remain,
with much respect,

My dear Sir,

Sincerely yours,

W. E. GLADSTONE.
Geo. Grote, Esq., F.B.S.

(Reply to Eight Hon. W. E. Gladstone's letter.)

SHERE, GUILDFORD, November 9,1869.
MY DEAR SIR,

I beg to acknowledge the letter of yesterday, with which
you have honoured me. Its contents, and the generous offer which
you have obtained Her Majesty's authority to make me, are alike
flattering and unexpected.

I deeply and gratefully appreciate the sentiments which you are
^leased to express respecting my character and services. These I
shall treasure up never to be forgotten, coming as they do from aon may serve to defend M. Thiers against the
